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and the city library," by S. H. Ranck. All 
of these papers will be followed by dis- 
cussion. There will be a number of com- 
mittee reports given. 

Both of these sessions of the Council 
will be "open meetings," to which all mem- 
bers of the Association are invited. 

The Executive Board will meet Wednes- 
day evening, December 29th. 

The League of library commissions will 
meet Thursday afternoon, December 30th, 
and Friday morning, December 31st. Among 
the subjects to be discussed are "Commis- 
sion aims and achievements," by J. I. 
Wyer; "Progress of rural library exten- 
sion work in the United States and good 
laws for county and township extension," 
by Julia A. Robinson; "Library training 
for commission workers and the certifica- 
tion of librarians," by Miss Mary E. 
Downey; "The U. S. Bureau of Education 
reading courses and how to make them of 
most value in our state work," by M. S. 
Dudgeon; "Commission helps in book se- 
lection," by Henry N. Sanborn; and "The 
A. L. A. Booklist," by Miss May Massee. 
There will also be business and committee 
reports. 

The School libraries section will hold 
two meetings, the first on Friday after- 
noon, December 31st, and the second on 
the evening of the same day. The after- 
noon session will be devoted to a discus- 
sion of the problems of normal and ele- 
mentary school libraries, and the evening 
session to high school libraries. There 
will be no formal papers, but practical 
problems will be discussed. The high 
school session will be in charge of Miss 
Mary E. Hall, and the normal and elemen- 
tary school session in charge of either Miss 
Irene Warren or Miss Delia G. Ovitz. The 
section officers hope that this will be the 
largest gathering of school librarians ever 
yet held. 

The University librarians will hold ses- 
sions on Friday, December 31st, both morn- 
ing and afternoon. Mr. H. O. Severance. 
of the University of Missouri library, is 
chairman in charge of these round table 
meetings. 



The librarians of small colleges will hold 
round tables also on both Friday morning 
and Friday afternoon, December 31st. Mr. 
S. J. Brandenburg, librarian of Miami Uni- 
versity library, is chairman of the commit- 
tee in charge. 

The Association of American library 
schools will meet on Wednesday afternoon, 
and again either on Wednesday evening or 
Thursday afternoon. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians on Thursday evening, 
December 30th, and the club wishes it 
distinctly understood that all librarians 
and their friends are cordially invited to 
be present. 

All of the above meetings will be held 
at the Hotel La Salle. 

Those having charge of any meetings not 
here referred to should make arrange- 
ments for suitable rooms either direct with 
the management of the Hotel La Salle, 
or through the secretary of the A. L. A. 

LIBRARY BULLETINS 

The Newark Free Public Library re- 
cently investigated the cost of library bul- 
letins in certain libraries of the country. 
Mr. J. C. Dana, the librarian, sent the col- 
lected figures to the A. L. A. office, with 
permission to use them as we saw fit. In 
the belief that they will be of interest and 
service to the other libraries in helping 
them to ascertain how their expenditures 
for bulletins compare with other institu- 
tions, we are here publishing the data col- 
lected by the Newark library. The total 
expenditures used for publishing bulletins, 
told in percentages, from highest to low- 
est, is as follows: 
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LIBRARY BULLETINS— EXPENDITURES 

Total spent Total 

for all spent for 

purposes Bulletin 

Brooklint' 1911 $26,944 $ 666 

1912 29,867 528 

1913 33,875 577 

1914 34,444 482 

4 years $125,130 $2,253 

Cleveland 1913 $382,722 $ 863 

1914 402,260 1,375 

2 years $784,982 $2,238 

Grand Rapids 1912 $48,686 $ 649 

1913 51,058 712 

1914 52,314 610 

3 years $152,058 $1,971 

Jersey City 1912 $54,547 $ 210 

1913 58,478 210 

1914 63,925 210 

3 years $176,950 $ 630 

Lynn 1912 $22,000 $ 178 

1913 22,801 153 

1914 27,816 179 

3 years $72,617 $ 510 

Milwaukee 1913 $122,269 $ 133 

1914 202,226 216 

2 years $324,495 $ 34!' 

Newark (cost 

and net cost) 1912 $128,740 $1,068 

1913 132,464 838 

1914 140,279 1,140 

3 years $401,483 $3,046 

Pittsburgh 1914 $ 686 

Portland. O. 1912 $118,396 649 

1913 138,834 725 

1914 157,208 815 

3 years $414,438 $2,189 

St. Louis 1912 $222,015 $1,671 

1913 224,094 2,084 

1914 241,605 2,124 

3 years $687,714 $5,879 

Salem 1914 $14,673 $ 174.31 

Scranton 1912 

1913 

1914 $ 253 

Springfield 1912 $68,169 $ 555 

1913 73,820 489 

1914 77,643 504 

3 years S219.532 $1,548 
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The second Pan American Scientific 
Congress will be held under the auspices of 
the United States government at Washing- 
ton, December 27, 1915, to January 8, 1916. 
In response to a formal invitation received 
through the Secretary of State to the 
American Library Association to partici- 
pate in this Congress, the president of the 
Association has appointed Dr. Herbert Put- 
nam as official delegate and Mr. H. H. B. 
Meyer, as alternate. 

Mr. Carl H. Milam, librarian of the Birm- 
ingham (Ala.) Public Library, wishes to 
know if any public schools give school 
credit for the reading of library books not 
particularly assigned. Can any fellow- 
librarian give him information on this 
point? 



A correspondent is interested to learn if 
there are instances in this country where 
a public library has taken over the care 
and support of a reference medical library 
and whether, in such instances, the plan 
has proved satisfactory to all parties con- 
cerned. The secretary of the A. L. A. will 
be glad to have any information on this 
subject. 

"Modern transportation and communica- 
tions in the Republic of China," is the title 
of a very informing pamphlet (48 pages 
and folded map) which has been prepared 
in connection with the Chinese exhibit at 
the Panama-Pacific Exposition. Libraries 
may secure copies free on application (3 
cents for postage) to Hon. C. T. Hsia, 
Special Commissioner of the Ministry of 
Communications of Peking, Palace of 
Transportation, Panama-Pacific Exposition, 
San Francisco. Application should be made 
at once in view of the early closing of the 
Fair and the consequent packing of the 
exhibit material. The pamphlet is worth 
sending for. 

The Woman's Home Companion has out- 
lined a plan through which the libraries 
of the country may enlist the interest of a 
large class of women that ordinarily do not 
come to the library. They will furnish, 
without cost, a generous supply of Better 
Babies Health Posters (used by the New 
York Board of Health in all their milk 
stations) and the pamphlets, "Hints to 
mothers," "What every mother wants to 
know about her baby," and "Little helps 
for expectant mothers." Columbia Univer- 
sity, Cornell, University of Texas, and a 
number of other educational institutions 
use this material in class work. Larger 
amounts of the leaflets may be secured free 
of cost but will be sent express collect. For 
suggestions for a Mothers' Campaign, write 
the Better Babies Bureau, Woman's Home 
Companion, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

Through the kindness of Miss Frances 
LeBaron, daughter of the late Professor 
William LeBaron, The John Crerar Li- 
brary is enabled to offer to other libraries 
interested in the subject a few copies of 
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the Reports of the State Entomologist of 
Illinois, for the years 1870 to 1873, and a 
number of copies of those for 1887 to 1892, 
Inclusive. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARIAN 

(Editorial in the Columbus (O.) Dispatch.; 

In the convention of the Ohio Library As- 
sociation, now in session at the Public li- 
brary building, we are getting another 
glimpse of the public librarian, and are 
finding him a public servant of the highest 
order — devoted to his work, painstaking in 
every detail, ever striving for a more per- 
fect service. He is as much interested in 
meeting every reasonable request as is the 
grocer or the dry goods merchant who has 
something to sell from the profit of which 
he must live. He welcomes a patron as a 
merchant does a customer, and he takes 
pride in finding the information or the 
book that is wanted. By his success in 
meeting every request, he measures his 
efficiency. But he does not stop there. As 
he makes the library useful to the people 
of the community, often to persons who 
are not in the habit of using the library 
because they do not know of the help that 
is there to be had, he considers his exist- 
once justified. 

That is high praise, but it is justified not 
only in what these men and women say 
about their work, but in the way they actu- 
ally do it, as any observer can determine 
for himself. It could be wished that every 
public office were put upon as high a 
standard of service as is the library, that 
all officials were as devoted and painstak- 
ing and as rigorous in their judgment of 
their work. Some are, but there are too 
many who are not — too many who feel that 
an office is a salary, with a few duties in- 
securely attached and negligible if the per- 
formance is inconvenient. 

The spirit of library service, as it is un- 
consciously exposed in the discussions of 
the session, is worth while. It is the spirit, 
not of getting but giving, not of doing 
everybody, but of doing for everybody. 
There ought to be more of it in our public 
life. 



SHAKESPEARE TERCENTENARY 

The A. L. A. wishes to do what it can 
to aid libraries in their observance of the 
tercentenary of Shakespeare's death. The 
Drama League of America (headquarters 
736 Marquette building, Chicago) is taking 
an active interest. Occasional bulletins 
are issued and will be sent to libraries 
on request. Bulletin No. 2 is devoted to 
tercentenary plans. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board is about 
to issue a "Brief guide to the literature of 
Shakespeare," prepared by H. H. B. Meyer, 
of the Library of Congress. Further notice 
of this bibliography will be found else- 
where in this Bulletin. 

Librarians are requested to advise the 
secretary of the A. L. A. of any steps being 
taken by their respective libraries for the 
Shakespeare celebration which would be 
of interest or value to other libraries. 
These items of information will be re- 
ported in the next issue of the Bulletin 
of the A. L. A. 

Shakespeare Memorial Theatre, Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, issues a set of twelve post 
cards- illustrative of scenes from plays, 
famous actresses, Shakespeare portrait, 
etc. Price 50 cents. For sale in this coun- 
try by Shakespeare Tercentenary Bureau, 
Drama League of America, 736 Marquette 
building, Chicago. 

The Art Institute of Chicago also issues 
a set of ten post cards illustrating separate 
plays, done in colors after designs by stu- 
dents of the Institute. Price 50 cents. 
For sale by Art Institute, Chicago. 

The Associated Shakespeare Clubs of 
Toledo, Ohio, recommend the planting of 
a Memorial Tree in each town and have 
issued a leaflet with information for cam- 
paign, suggestive program, etc. This club 
has also prepared and issued an appropri- 
ate book-plate embodying the following 
features: (1) The colors, — black and 
gold; (2) the motto; (3) comedy and trag- 
edy; (4) significant dates; (5) the por- 
trait; (6) the autograph; (7) view of the 
Avon; (8) coat of arms. The book-plate 
will be sold at $6 per thousand, the pro- 



